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Graham Slater on a family “summer holiday” in southern Chile, cruising 
amongst the glaciers, with daughters, Jennifer (left) and Joanne (centre).

(See “From the Editor”, page 4) 
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The cruise route in southern  
Chile aboard M/V Skorpios III 

FROM THE EDITOR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Following the festive season and the usual Christmas-New Year break from regular umpiring or 
scoring for many readers, I should like to offer you what I have 
called “The Holiday Issue.”  You can see from the front-cover 
picture that at least one umpire took advantage of the break 
to, quite literally, “cool his heels,” while on a family holiday 
amidst the ever-receding glaciers of southern Chile.  The 
cruise on the M/V Skorpios III departed from Puerto Natales, a 
town located 2,500 km south of Santiago, and covered 380 
miles via most of the glaciers in the area, namely Amalia, El 
Brujo, Bernal and Herman, and those located in the area of 
Fiordo Calva.  At the same time, it would appear from his 
protective jacket that he took the opportunity not only to keep 
out the cold but also to advertise cricket in a country where it 
is perhaps not yet played to any extent.  One wonders if he 
was ever asked about the jacket? 
It was again the turn of President, Gerry Schembri, to write the 
shared P/VP column which contains some mid-season 
thoughts, while a most interesting article entitled “Reflections on 2014” has been submitted by 
John Collins, following his short holiday in Singapore. 
The regular thought-provoking column from our Umpiring Manager is unfortunately missing from 
this issue.  While I don’t believe that Richard had the excuse that he was on holidays, the amount 
of time spent away from his office on various CV commitments, restricted his time to “put pen to 
paper.”  However, I have taken the opportunity to recycle a small section from his article in our first 
issue for this season, where he invited anyone who had an interesting experience from a cricket 
match to share, to come forward and tell colleagues about it.  I added an editorial note inviting 
anyone to share such an experience via an article in Law 43.  To date there has been just one 
offered and that was the tribute to Phillip Hughes published in the December issue which resulted 
from the input from Gerry Schembri and Sahan Weerasekera.  There is another in this issue, 
entitled “T20 Cricket is Entertainment” from Alan McCarthy, which you should enjoy reading but I 
find it hard to believe that umpiring or scoring Premier Cricket which many of you do throughout 
the summer, can be so uninteresting that there are no other incidents worth reporting to your 
colleagues!  So why not share some experiences?  As an example, I offer you “The Gentleman’s 
Law of Cricket.” 
ln the ongoing column for this season, “The Crockett Shield Mission Continues,” you can read 
some playing statistics from the extensive history of this event.  All interested in participating in the 
Crockett Shield match itself, are reminded via the Calendar that a second social cricket match, 
against The 49ers, is planned for Sunday, 22nd February, and regular practice sessions will 
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commence at Xavier College, 135 Barkers Road, Kew, on Wednesday, 25th February.  For those 
interested in attending any part of the Easter event, you should note that the Committee of 
Management has extended the deadline for an “Early-Bird” discount to 20th February, but the 
discount is now only 5% rather than the original 10%. 
During my own holidays I have enjoyed reading a few interesting items from the regular cricket 
newsletter, Playing the Game, so I thought to share some of these with you throughout this issue.  
Finally, I should like to draw your attention to the MUCC Business Breakfast for which the 
VCAUSA is subsidising attendance by members and which should be most enjoyable.  (See page 
15.) 

Trevor Finlayson 
------------------------------------------------------ 

 
ETON MATHS TEACHER SELECTED FOR NEW MCC LAWS POSITION 

The Marylebone Cricket Club (MCC) has appointed Mark Williams, a mathematics teacher at Eton 
and an active umpire at Premier League level in south-east England, to take up the newly created 
‘Laws of Cricket Advisor’ position it advertised four months ago.  The MCC said in August that the 
need for the new role was identified as part of its ‘Cricket Strategy’ review which found in part that 
the Club should be more proactive in promoting and guarding the Laws and the philosophy 
contained in them. 
Williams, who turns 60 next month, played one first-class game for Cambridge University whilst 
studying there in 1976, and went on to represent Shropshire at Minor Counties level in the 1980s.  
Since taking up umpiring around the turn of the century, he has stood in matches in the Minor 
Counties, County Second XI Championship, and Middlesex Premier League competitions, as well 
as in county-level women’s matches, the national club tournament, plus a wide range of other 
fixtures. 
The MCC has indicated that a key part of William’s work will be to oversee the production and 
revision of a range of on-line, umpire, educational materials.  Such output will be made available to 
match officials from all levels of the game around the world and be linked to an accompanying 
accreditation system.  Details of the latter system have not yet been released. 
In addition he will liaise with other MCC groups “to investigate commercial opportunities that may 
exist in relation to the Club’s ownership of the Laws, assisting with the production of animations on 
the Laws of Cricket, and to search for illegal cricket equipment being sold around the world.” 
Williams will also handle all Laws-related administration, including supporting the Club’s Laws sub-
committee, answer Laws queries sent to the Club, coordinate research projects, write topical 
Laws-related articles for the Lord’s website, and the annual summary of the Laws sub-committee’s 
work for the MCC's Annual Report. 

(from Playing the Game, No. 1485-7182, 17th December, 2014) 

----------------------------------------------------- 
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… AND THE PRESIDENT 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Happy New Year to all members and readers of this first issue of Law 43 for 2015. 
It is hard to believe that the Boxing Day Test is done and dusted, the premier cricket season is 
already more than half completed and finals are just around the corner.  But wait, the ICC Cricket 
World Cup is scheduled to start on Saturday, 14th February, 2015 with a total of 49 One-Day 
matches scheduled and culminating in the final at the MCG on Sunday, 29th March, 2015.  So 
there is still plenty of cricket to look forward to. 
January is typically the onset of extreme heat in Melbourne and also heralds the start of additional 
umpiring opportunities for members of the CV umpiring panel.  These opportunities range from 
Under 18, Under 16 and Under 14 male and female pathways appointments in January as well as 
the VCCL Melbourne Country Week from 9th to 13th February, 2015.  Anyone who has not 
previously officiated in these matches should carefully consider their availability as these matches 
offer an enjoyable and different umpiring experience to premier cricket.  It is also interesting to 
look at some of the varied extreme heat policies that currently exist across the various 
competitions: 
Premier Cricket – Play suspended at 42 Degrees 
Under 18 and under 16 Male – Play suspended at 39 Degrees 
Under 14 Male and under 18 Female – Play suspended at 37 Degrees 
Under 16 and Under 14 Female – Play suspended at 36 Degrees 
Notwithstanding the above guidelines, it is worth remembering that the umpires still have the 
power to abandon or suspend play at any time at their discretion. 
Preparations for the Easter exchange with SACUSA are well advanced and a steady stream of 
bookings has already commenced.  I would like to acknowledge the support for this event from 
both CV and Richard Patterson and remind prospective players of the cricket practice training 
arrangements as detailed in Law 43 and on the website.  
Finally congratulations to those Victorian and New Zealand umpires chosen to represent their 
respective regions under the 2015 Umpire Exchange Program. 

Gerry Schembri 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE UMPIRING MANAGER 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The following comment was made in the end of season survey:  “I think there should be more 
opportunity for us umpires to share our match-day experiences or mistakes made so that the other 
umpires can learn from them.” 
I believe this to be a correct statement.  If you have anything to share, please do not be afraid to 
contact me by phone or e-mail to tell of your “experience or mistakes”.  If we use your situation at 
a T&D you shall remain anonymous (unless you wish own up to it).  Daryl and I have worked hard 
over the winter months in trying to ensure the feedback we provide will be both quick and 
meaningful.  I admit we will not always get it right during the season and some will be disappointed 
with the amount of feedback you may or may not receive.  What I can promise is that we will 
continue working to ensure we are building and improving the services we supply to you so you 
may continue to umpire in the best domestic competition in Australia. 
(Editorial Insert:  In addition to the above suggestion, if you have any incident or experience from a match-day 
situation which you would like to share with all other readers of Law 43, please commit your thoughts to a *.doc file (or 
its equivalent) and email it to the Editor (trevorf@unimelb.edu.au) or post it to the VCAUSA Honorary Secretary 
(mailing address on page 3 of this issue). 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
NO NEED FOR BOUNCERS IN THE GAME, SAYS FORMER TEST UMPIRE 

 

Former Australia Test umpire Lou Rowan, who turns 90 next May, believes cricket administrators 
should look at banning the bouncer, says an article in today’s Warwick Daily News in Queensland.  
Rowan, whose first-class career ran from 1958-72 and included twenty-five Tests, is quoted as 
saying they “didn't bowl bouncers when the game was introduced and cricket would not suffer if 
we never saw another one bowled.” 
Rowan, a former policeman, said he was surprised legal action had never been taken against a 
bowler or captain after a batsman had been hit by a bouncer and believes at minimum there is “no 
need to bowl bouncers to tail enders.”  …  “Keith Miller and Ray Lindwall didn't bowl bouncers to 
tail enders, it was beneath their dignity to intimidate a tail ender.”  He also said he is unhappy with 
the amount of sledging in the modern game, and that “Australian pacemen such as Graham 
McKenzie never behaved like they do now.” 

 (from Playing the Game, No. 1490-7200, 27th December, 2014) 
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REFLECTIONS ON 2014 
During the holiday festive season, one occasionally reflects on the past year.  2014 certainly 
involved some “highlights” and “lowlights,” but for John Collins on holiday in Singapore with 
Suzanne during the few days break from a very busy period of umpiring, his reflections on 2014 
were based on an article he spotted in an issue of International New York Times (Monday, 
December 29, 2014), which he thought to share with Law 43 readers.  Permission to publish this 
article by author Huw Richards, is acknowledged from The Editor, International New York Times. 

Ed. 
Both on the field and off, 2014 was an eventful year in the world of cricket 
The shock remains too raw to think of 2014 as anything but the year in which Australian batsman 
Phillip Hughes was killed while batting in a match at the Sydney Cricket Ground.  Horror and 
disbelief at the event that felt inconceivable and the grief of a close-knit, global community of 
players will reverberate for a while.  So, too, will the sense of loss attached to any life cut off so 
prematurely. 
Yet the most significant cricketing events of 2014 probably occurred off the field earlier in the year.  
The restructuring of the International Cricket Council, the game’s ruling body, in which India, 
Australia and England constituted themselves a version of the permanent members of the United 
Nations Security Council – taking a permanent majority on the main committee and the 
chairmanship of others – has potentially profound longer-term implications for the game.  It was an 
alliance of new power – Indian cricket’s overwhelming economic clout – with old.  England and 
Australia in the past had, as founding members of ICC, a veto over its decisions.  It also betrayed 
ICC’s British-rooted tendency to act like a club rather than a representative body.  There are 
different classes of membership, voting power is limited to a privileged few and there is a profound 
ambivalence about developing the game outside established elite nations. 
That attitude has already had an impact on 2015’s big event – the World Cup to be played in 
Australia and New Zealand in February and March.  It took vigorous protests to get any of the non-
test nations a place in the tournament.  The strongest of them, Ireland, faces the spectacle of the 
best, current, Irish player, Eoin Morgan, not only lining up for England’s team but captaining it after 
a late and somewhat panicky change of leader. 
The ICC’s new regime also began with the unseemly spectacle of Narayanaswami Srinivasan 
stepping down as head of the Board of Control for Cricket in India while charges of cricket-related 
corruption were investigated – he was cleared in November – but still being deemed fit to chair the 
global body.  India may at last be reconsidering its refusal to accept the Decision Review System 
for umpiring calls, used in everybody else’s matches, influenced by being on the short end of a 
number of marginal calls in its current series against Australia.  That a distinguished, recent, 
Indian player, Anil Kumble, is chair of the ICC’ D.R.S. committee, doubtless helps. 
The World Cup, which is played under the one-day international format, offers significant 
challenges early in 2015 to the major figures of 2014.  Hashim Amla who became South Africa’s 
first, permanent, non-white captain, will hope to maintain his superb batting form as he aims to end 
the Proteas’ run of big tournament underachievements.  His participation is assured.  Not so for 
Saeed Ajmal, the devastating Pakistan spin bowler who was the biggest name caught in 2014’s 
crackdown on illegal bowling actions.  Ajmal conceded Saturday that he would not be reinstated in 
time to play in the tournament and withdrew from Pakistan’s World Cup squad. 
A trio of Sri Lankans who excelled in 2014 will be aiming to take their country one step further than 
its losses in the last two World Cup finals.  That Kumar Sangakkara scored more runs in both test 
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and one-day internationals and the deceptively harmless-looking Rangana Herath took more test 
wickets than anyone else in the world, in part reflected the Sri Lankans’ busy program, but still 
more the quality of their play. 
The same goes for my choice as cricketer of 2014, Sri Lanka’s captain, Angelo Mathews, who led 
his team by stunning example with huge numbers of middle-order runs all year and a series-
winning spell in his one serious bowl, against England at Leeds. 
That match also unveiled the Rookie of the Year, England’s Moeen Ali.  Faced with the young 
cricketer’s holy grail of a first test match score of 100 or more, he turned down numerous run-
scoring opportunities to protect a tail-end partner.  That was early evidence of a maturity, 
selflessness and ability to adapt and rise to challenges – turning himself from an occasional 
spinner to one capable of bowling out India – evident throughout his first international season.  He 
showed himself to be everything, other than a very fine cricketer, that Kevin Pietersen – whose 
dismissal from the England team reverberated through the year – was not. 
Like most World Cup years, 2015 will bring its crop of retirements.  Sangakkara will play his last 
one-day international in the World Cup, and it would be no great shock if Indian leader, Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni and Pakistan’s magnificent batting veteran Misbah-ul-Haq and Younis Khan were 
gone by the end of 2015.  Michael Clarke’s chronic back trouble may permit few more fine innings 
for Australia while this summer’s Ashes series could be the last for two superb pace bowlers, the 
Aussie veteran Ryan Harris and England’s Jimmy Anderson, who should become the first 
Englishman to take 400 wickets in tests.  But just as new years replace the old, so will new stars 
rise to replace those retiring. 

------------------------------------------------------ 

THE “GENTLEMAN’S LAW OF CRICKET” 

How often during international matches which we attend or see on T.V. and also in some club 
matches have you witnessed the application of the above “Law?”  Let me explain.   
The batters take a run and a fielder throws the ball at the stumps and although missing the stumps 
the ball strikes the batter as he/she is running, and ricochets somewhere into the field such that an 
overthrow could be taken.  But so often the “Gentleman’s Law of Cricket” comes into play and the 
overthrow is not attempted.  This occurred in a Dowling Shield match which I was umpiring 
recently, except that the ball crossed the boundary after ricocheting from the young batsman so I 
signalled “boundary four” to the scorer.  Immediately, I received a protest from the bowler 
informing me that the ball had struck the batsman and therefore the runs could not be scored.  My 
reply was quite simple in that I asked the bowler to show me this in the “little blue book.”  I went on 
to inform him that what he often sees on T.V. in international cricket is not within the Laws but is 
just a “gentlemen’s agreement” but once the ball crosses the boundary, I have no choice but to 
signal four additional runs or “four overthrows.” 
The next day during a “Technical Time Out” for a second Dowling Shield match which I was 
umpiring, when I was kindly being served a drink by one of the team managers, I put this scenario 
to the team manager.  At the next “Technical Time Out,” again while serving us a much needed 
drink, he informed us that he had discussed the matter with his “team manager and coaching 
colleagues.”  Their opinions on whether or not overthrow runs could be scored when the ball had 
struck the batter, would depend on whether or not the match was a Grand Final or whether or not 
the batting team required the extra run to win! 
Maybe this is not “The Gentleman’s Law of Cricket” after all! 

Ed. 
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T20 CRICKET IS ENTERTAINMENT! 
During the 2nd XI T20 match between Monash Tigers and Melbourne University all was going 
according to the script on Sunday, 18th January.  Runs were scored, wickets were taken and the 
umpires were concentrating on their tasks.  The crowd was appreciative of the efforts of the 
players and the children were enjoying playtime at the local park at Central Reserve.  But one 
actor had not read the script.  Approaching the wicket at the bowler’s end was 
DOROTHY THE DINOSAUR! 
Sauntering, as dinosaurs do, towards umpire Matt Cervetto, Dorothy 
approached the stumps and placed a reassuring hand on the umpire’s 
shoulder.  Matt’s concerns were threefold, were the stumps about to be stolen, 
were the players going to take the law into their own hands ala Terry Alderman 
or was Dorothy about to strip and reveal all?   
“Sorry mate,” Dorothy giggled, “I’m here for a dare.” 
“I’ll bet you are”, said Matt, controlling his emotions, “are you sure you’re not a mate of Alan 
McCarthy’s?” 
“Never heard of him!” said Dorothy.  “But I’ll leave as quickly as I can.” 
As attendees of Wiggles concerts can attest, Dorothy likes to steal the show and leaving the stage 
quickly is not part of her game plan.  This dinosaur was moving as quickly as she could but for the 
rest of the day’s play, whenever on-field delays were discussed, the cry was, “Blame it on 
Dorothy!!!!” 
Dorothy (pictured) was last seen trying to negotiate the traffic on Springvale Road.  She may be 
headed for your next match! 

Alan McCarthy 
------------------------------------------------------ 

THE LATE BRIAN JOHNSTON ON UMPIRING TECHNIQUE 
There’s a dreadful story that dear old Jim Laker used to tell about the Commonwealth tour of India 
in the 1950s under Richie Bernaud.  There was himself, Bruce Dooland and George Tribe of 
Northants, an Australian, who bowled the chinaman – the left arm off-break.  George was getting 
the batsmen, time and time again, right up against the stumps, palpably out. 
“Howzat!” 
“Very close, Mr. Tribe.” 
“Howzat!” 
“Another inch and I’d have to raise the finger, Mr. Tribe.” 
“Howzat!!!” 
“Nearly, I had to give him the benefit of the doubt, Mr. Tribe.  Very difficult.” 
George was getting fed uip with this and off the sixth ball he more or less yorked the chap who 
was right in front of his stumps.  It must have hit the stumps and he turned around and said, “What 
about that?”  The umpire began, “Mr. …” and he got no further than that.  George turned round, 
took him by the throat and said, “Have another look!” 
He said, “You’re right, Mr. Tribe.  He’s out!” 
(comment by the late Brian Johnston in The Wit of Cricket Compiled by Barry Johnston, ISBN 978 0 340 97889 4 
(Hodder & Stoughton Ltd., London, 2010) p 143.)  
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WALK OFF REGRETTED THIRTY YEARS ON 

Former Indian captain, Sunil Gavaskar, is now regretting his walkout during a Test against India at 
the Melbourne Cricket Ground in 1981, and says his actions on that occasion were “a big 
mistake.”  A ball from Australian bowler, Dennis Lillee, caught Gavaskar in front and umpire Rex 
Whitehead who was standing in the third of his four Tests, upheld the resulting appeal, but 
Gavaskar, who thought that the ball had hit his bat on the way to the pad, protested by standing 
his ground for some time. 
Gavaskar slapped his pads with the bat to let Whitehead know what he thought of the decision 
before he slowly started to leave.  Lillee then reportedly made a comment to him and the Indian 
reacted by instructing fellow opener, Chetan Chauhan, to leave the ground with him.  The batsmen 
were met by team manager, Shahid Durrani, and his assistant, Bapu Nadkarni, at the boundary 
rope and they persuaded Chauhan to return to resume his innings, while Gavaskar walked into the 
pavilion. 
The former Indian captain said yesterday that “as Indian captain I was not supposed to act in that 
manner.”  He continued during a tea-time chat show with Sanjay Manjrekar and Kapil Dev by 
saying, “In no way can I justify my act of defiance for whether I was out or not, I should not have 
reacted that way and if the incident would have occurred in present times then I would have been 
fined.” 
Dev, who was part of the Indian side that day on what was just his second overseas tour, said that 
the team was with Gavaskar.  “I was too young at that time to react but I can say one thing that we 
were all with the captain.”  …  “Whether right or wrong we backed our skipper and he can now say 
that it was wrong but at that time we were all with him,” said the former fast bowler. 

(from Playing the Game, No. 1491-7205, 28th December, 2014) 

----------------------------------------------------- 

THAT UMPIRING CHARACTER, DICKIE BIRD 
Dickie Bird was a popular but notoriously nervous umpire.  Rain and bad weather seemed to 
follow him as inevitably night follows day.  During a Test match at Old Trafford in 1995, he 
astonished the natives by bringing off the players because the light was too bright!  (It was 
reflecting off a greenhouse on the practice ground.) 
Earlier in that match he interrupted play when he dropped the marbles that he used to count the 
number of deliveries that had been bowled.  Play was halted momentarily while Dickie scambled 
on his hands and knees looking for his counters.   
“I’ve lost me marbles!  I’ve lost me marbles!” he cried. 
Most of us thought he had lost his marbles a long time ago. 
(comment by Michael Atherton in The Wit of Cricket Compiled by Barry Johnston, ISBN 978 0 340 97889 4 (Hodder & 
Stoughton Ltd., London, 2010) p 140.)  

----------------------------------------------------- 
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THE CROCKETT SHIELD MISSION CONTINUES 

Some Crockett Shield Player Statistics 
As we all know, cricket is a game which has created many books 
full of statistics featuring team scores, partnerships, batting and 
bowling averages, etc., etc., and the biennial Crockett Shield 
match is no exception.1 

The “high” and “low” of team batting performances for the 
VCAUSA are the 234 (all out) scored in 2011 in a match played 
on a hard wicket at Cricket Willow near Daylesford, which the 
VCAUSA won by 115 runs, and 55 (all out) in 1971, in a match 
played at Scotch College, Hawthorn, Victoria, which the South 
Australians won easily by two wickets and 124 runs.  Comparable 
statistics for the SACUSA are a “high” of 9/191 at Scotch College, 
Adelaide, in 2013, which was sufficient to give them a win by 53 runs, and a “low” of 51 (all out) in 
1979, in a match also played at Scotch College, Hawthorn, Victoria, which the Victorians won by 
seven wickets.   
Based on these “lows” in batting performances by both teams, it is perhaps a good thing that the 
2015 Crockett Shield match will not be played at Scotch College, Hawthorn, but rather at Wesley 
College in Glen Waverley! 
Amongst the statistics for the respective wicket partnerships for each Association, there is only 
one century partnership each, amongst the records for all wickets, 1st to 10th.  These are 101 for 
the second wicket for the SACUSA in 2009, shared by Stan Cordwell (57) and Mick Sheppard who 
finished the innings on 85 N.O. and 133 for the fifth wicket for the VCAUSA in 1987, shared by 
Tony Bramwell (59) and Len King who was dismissed for 96. 
Amongst the statistics of individual performances figures of 5/21 and 63 N.O. by Tony Crafter in 
1977 stand out for the South Australians while 6/32 and 35 by J. McLean in 1949 and 3/6 and 58 
by Stephen Brne in 2011, are worth noting for the Victorians.  There have only been two centuries 
recorded by batsmen, 117 by Max O’Connell in 1967 for South Australia and 111 N.O. by Chris 
Dalkin in 2005 for Victoria.   
Bowling statistics are somewhat more noteworthy with five or more wickets being recorded on 
eight occasions for Victoria:  6/32, J. McLean (1949); 6/44, Merv Barker (1961); 5/11, Chris 
Stevens (2001); 5/17, Tony Gamble (1979); 5/26, Ian McGregor (1997); 5/28, G. Wetenhall 
(1955); 5/29, Peter Hooper (1965); and 5/35, Geoff Hamilton (1975).  There are six figures of five 
or more wickets for South Australia:  7/22, Jack Novak (1967); 6/10, Claude Wigglesworth (1947); 
5/11, Ray Thomas (2001); 5/21, Tony Crafter (1977); 5/24, Terry Murch (2011); and 5/33, Jack 
Kierse (1953). 
With the aim of matching any of these excellent Crockett Shield team or individual performance 
records, you are reminded that Crockett Shield training will commence at Xavier College, 135 
Barkers Road, Kew, on Wednesday, 25th February, 2015 at 5.30 pm and continue on each 
Wednesday thereafter until 25th March. 
1. SACUSA v VCAUSA records of Matches for the R.M. (Bob) Crockett Shield sixth edition, 2014, 

ed. B. Ellemor. 
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AJMAL CONCEDES ON WORLD CUP ATTEMPT, ACTION STILL 
“ILLEGAL” 

Pakistan spinner, Saeed Ajmal, has given up his attempts to play in next year's World Cup after 
failing to fully correct his illegal bowling action.  The 37-year-old off-spinner, who was suspended 
three months ago, is reported to have appeared before a Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB) committee 
yesterday where the decision was reached not to send him for an “unofficial” test of his current 
action at the newly accredited Chennai facility, as previously planned.  However, his countryman, 
Mohammad Hafeez, will still do so.   
PCB chairman, Shaharyar Khan, told reporters in Lahore yesterday that “Ajmal has taken this 
decision all by himself as he has not been able to completely correct his action and he will hold a 
press conference in a couple of days to announce his decision.”  Ajmal's bowling action was 
reported during a Test in Galle in August and his action was found illegal following a bio-mechanic 
assessment a month later.  “On-going remedial work on his action will take some time,” said Khan. 
The clamp down on bowling actions has now netted Indian spinner Pragyan Ojha who on Friday 
was banned from bowling in competitive cricket in his country by the Board of Control for Cricket in 
India (BCCI) after his action was found to be illegal.  Ojha, who plays for Hyderabad, had his 
action tested at the now Chennai laboratory, and that examination reportedly showed his elbow 
flexed more than the permissible limit of fifteen degrees. 
Ojha is one of the quickest Indian bowlers to reach 100 Test wickets.  Former Test umpire, Arani 
Jayaprakash, a member of the BCCI's committee whose focus is the eradication of suspect 
bowling actions, told the ‘Cricinfo’ web site in October that Ojha had been asked to undertake 
corrective measures in the past. 

(from Playing the Game, No. 1491-7203, 28th December, 2014) 

----------------------------------------------------- 

MORE RATHER GOOD SLEDGES 
Ian Botham was the target of a classic sledge by the Australian wicket-keeper, during the 1981 
Ashes series.  As the England all-rounder took guard in one of the Test matches, Marsh tried to 
put him off by saying, “So, how’s your wife, and my kids?” 
Botham silenced him with the brilliant reply, “Wife’s fine … but the kids are retarded!” 

----------------------------------------------------- 

During the 2001 Ashes series, the young Leicestershire bowler, James Ormond, came out to bat 
in the Fifth Test at The Oval.  Australia had declared their first innings on 641 for 4 and Ormond, 
making his Test debut at the age of twenty-four, had taken just one wicket for 115 runs.  He was 
greeted by Mark Waugh, younger twin brother of the Australian captain, Steve Waugh, with the 
remark, 
“Mate, what are you doing out here?  There’s no way you’re good enough to play for England.” 
Ormond retorted, “Maybe not, but at least I’m the best player in my family!” 
(comments by the late Brian Johnston in The Wit of Cricket Compiled by Barry Johnston, ISBN 978 0 340 97889 4 
(Hodder & Stoughton Ltd., London, 2010) pp 152 & 150.)  

 



Volume 21 Number 5 2014-2015 Page 14 
 

RESEARCH SHOWS ‘WEARABLE’ WRIST SENSOR PROVIDES 
ACCURATE DATA 

Researchers involved in the development of so-called ‘wearable’ technology say their prototype 
sensor unit has now matured to the extent it can determine exactly when a bowler releases a ball, 
a factor they state is “a critical element in assessing illegal [bowling] actions.”  The wearables 
project, which began six years ago and is being funded by both the International Cricket Council 
(ICC) and the Marylebone Cricket Club (MCC), aims to develop sensors that can measure, in near 
real time during matches, the degree to which a bowler flexes his arm whilst delivering a ball. 
Writing in this month's edition of the Journal of Sports Sciences (JSS), lead author Wayne 
Spratford, a Biomechanist at the Australian Institute of Sport, and four of his colleagues, indicate 
that their match-box size, inertial sensor worn on a bowler’s wrist can provide ball-release data 
very close to that determined simultaneously by high-speed camera footage, which until now was 
the “established method” for collecting such data.  They describe the breakthrough as “very 
exciting,” not just because of the ease of wearing the sensors that have been developed, but also 
because its an “automated method” that quickly generates arm-flex measurements. 
Data reported in the JSS article was acquired from twenty-one finger-spin and fast bowlers from 
nine countries, who were taking part in last February’s Under-19 World Cup in the United Arab 
Emirates.  The work there involved the bowlers delivering “a cross section of their standard 
deliveries while wearing an inertial sensor placed on their wrists,” all-up 146 deliveries making up 
the analysis presented in the research paper.  Sensor and film data are said to have provided very 
similar data regardless of the bowling style and delivery type involved. 
Reports last year suggested that in addition to a sensor on the wrist, the total wearables package 
is likely to also involve sweat-type bands on the elbow or sleeve, the latter two elements helping to 
determine just how much arm flex is involved. 
Three months ago the MCC said that the ICC was “optimistic wearable technology for monitoring 
illegal actions could be ready for trials in matches in 2015,” a time line that, given the contents of 
the research paper, appears achievable.  Current work is believed to be focussing on the process 
of attaching sensors on match days, ensuring that the data received are not compromised and that 
the sensors remain in position, and establishing just how quickly after a delivery, data will be 
available off the ground. 
A year ago a newspaper report stated that it was expected then that a “functioning, cheap and 
readily available [wearable sensor] package” could be available in sports stores for use in all levels 
of the game by the end of 2015.  Just what such an achievement would mean for the four 
laboratories in Australia, England and India the ICC has accredited to test bowling actions, is not 
entirely clear. 
Apart from Spratford, the other authors of the paper were: Marc Portus the Managing Director of 
the Praxis Sport Science company who was the manager of Cricket Australia’s Sport Science 
Sport Medicine Unit from 2005-2010, Daniel James who heads the Sport and Biomedical program 
at the Centre for Wireless Monitoring and Applications at Griffith University in Queensland, and his 
senior research colleagues there, Andrew Wixted and Raymond Leadbetter. 

(from Playing the Game, No. 1479-7152, 10th December, 2014) 
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MUCC WORLD CUP BREAKFAST 

The VCAUSA will again be represented at the 2015 Melbourne University Annual Business 
Breakfast, to be held the day before the start of the Australia vs England ICC Cricket World Cup 
ODI to be played at the MCG.  We have reserved two tables for our umpire and scorer members 
and guests.  This is a subsidised member event featuring Cricket Australia CEO, James 
Sutherland, High Performance manager, Pat Howard and special guests from the Australian and 
England camps and includes a cooked breakfast.  Full details are shown below: 
Where: The RACV Club, 17th floor, 501 Bourke Street, Melbourne 
When:  Friday 13th February 2015, commencing at 7.30am (finishing at 9.00am) 
Price: $50 per member, $80 per non-member (table of 10) 
Dress: Business casual 
If you would like to be a part of this memorable event please advise either Gerry Schembri or Dan 
Bomford and forward your payment directly to: 
VCAUSA:  BSB: 063 001;  Account No: 0091 5097 

----------------------------------------------------- 

BOOKING FOR EASTER 2015 
The 2015 Easter Exchange event with SACUSA will take place at Glen Waverley, Melbourne from 3rd to 6th April 2015.  As mentioned in the 
Editorial, the discount incentive (5%) is applicable until Friday, 20th February, 2015.  Please complete and send to: 
Gerry Schembri C/‐ 18 Mistletoe Close, Knoxfield VIC 3180 or by EMAIL:  Gerry.Schembri@gmail.com 

FAMILY NAME:       __________________________________________________________________________ 

ADULTS ATTENDING:  
Given Names:       __________________________________________________________________________ 

CHILDREN ATTENDING: 
Given Names & Ages:    __________________________________________________________________________ 

ATTENDANCES AT FUNCTIONS & EVENTS: 

    Number 
Cost Per Head 
Adults (Children U/12) 

Total 

FRIDAY EVENING 
3/4/2015 from 7pm 

Welcome Dinner (3 Course) 
Novotel, Glen Waverley 

  $92.50 ($25)  $ 

SATURDAY 
4/4/2015 from 10am 

Cricket Match & Lunch 
Wesley College, Glen Waverley 

  $35 ($10)  $ 

SATURDAY EVENING 
4/4/2015 from 7pm 

Presentation Dinner (3 Course) 
Novotel, Glen Waverley 

  $102.50 ($25)  $ 

SUNDAY 
5/4/2015 

Family Day Lunch & Special Activity 
Glen Waverley 

  $45 ($10)  $ 

  Included if you stay at Novotel  N/A MONDAY 
6/4/2015 

Farewell Breakfast 
Novotel, Glen Waverley    Otherwise, $25 ($10)   

TOTAL PAYMENT 
Due 20th February 2015 

      $ 

Early Bird Discount of 10% 
applies if paid in Full before 
31st December 2014 

5% Discount Extended to  
20th February, 2015 

  Total Less Discount  $ 

Note: All Function costs are inclusive of drinks (beer, wine, soft drinks, tea & coffee). 
     

FUNCTION PAYMENT TERMS: 
All Function Costs to be paid directly to VCAUSA no later than Friday 20th February 2015. 
EFT/Direct Deposit to VCAUSA ‐ BSB: 063 001 Account No:  0091 5097 (Commonwealth Bank) 
Or by Cheque payable to VCAUSA / Cash to the VCAUSA Easter Convenor 
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VCAUSA CALENDAR 

The 2014-15 VCAUSA calendar as far as is known at this stage is as follows: 
 

Date Activity Notes 
Friday, 13 February MUCC Business Breakfast RACV Club (see page 15) 
Tuesday, 17 February, 
6:30 pm 

“Sausage Sizzle” and CV 
T&D Meeting 

Morton Pavilion, Junction Oval 

Sunday, 22 February, 
11:00 am 

VCAUSA Cricket Match vs 
The Forty-Niners 

Venue TBA 

Tuesday, 24 February, 
7.30 pm 

VCAUSA CoM Venue:  Novotel, Glen Waverley

Wednesday, 25 February, 
5:30 pm 

Crockett Shield Training Xavier College, 135 Barkers 
Rd., Kew 

Tuesday, 3 March, 7:00 
pm 

CV T&D Meeting (Finals 
Umpires only) 

CV, Jollimont 

Wednesday, 4 March, 5:30 
pm 

Crockett Shield Training Xavier College, 135 Barkers 
Rd., Kew 

Wednesday, 11 March, 
5:30 pm 

Crockett Shield Training Xavier College, 135 Barkers 
Rd., Kew 

Wednesday, 18 March, 
5:30 pm 

Crockett Shield Training Xavier College, 135 Barkers 
Rd., Kew 

Saturday, 21 March VCAUSA Finals BBQ Tent Jollimont Oval 
Wednesday, 25 March, 
5:30 pm 

Crockett Shield Training Xavier College, 135 Barkers 
Rd., Kew 

Friday to Monday, 3 to 6 
April 

VCAUSA/SACUSA Easter 
Event 

Glen Waverley 

Friday, 8 May VCAUSA Dinner and 
Presentation Night 

Veneto Club, Bulleen 

 
 
 
 

For that last minute Gift Idea for that special person in your life! 
 
See Glenn Cumming 
 
Association Ties only $25 
 
Bottles of Association Port only $5 


